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Critical Responses to Edward Said’s Orientalism.
Abstract:

Edward W. Said’s Orientalism, published in 1978, offers a critical analysis of the
West’s colonial project. In this book, Said argues that it is essential to recognize and
understand three distinct traditions within Orientalist discourse. The first is the
centuries-old intellectual tradition in the West, within which scholars have sought to
understand the East. The second is a particular Western mindset reflected in
ontological and epistemological frameworks, primarily aimed at establishing the
superiority of the West over the East in every respect. The third aspect is the political
objective of the West: to justify and sustain its dominance over Eastern societies
through various political means and specific way of knowledge production. Said makes
it clear that his focus in the book is on the latter two aspects of Orientalism. He attempts
to show how these elements have been deeply intertwined with the goals of Western
imperialism from the late eighteenth century to the present day. He demonstrates how
major Orientalist works have served the social and colonial interests of the West. As
expected, Orientalism has been the subject of extensive critique. Since its publication
in 1978, it remains extensively read and discussed. This article examines significant
critical reactions to Said’s work—ranging from Orientalists and academics to Marxist
theorists and philosophers. Although the book has its shortcomings, a key challenge
for critics has been understanding Said’s main argument. Said challenges the
epistemological underpinnings of imperialism instead of providing a definition or
historical account of Orientalism. This essay argues that Orientalism ought not to be
interpreted merely as a book about Orientalism, but rather as a postcolonial text.

Keywords: Orientalism, Orientalist discourse, colonialism, colonial epistemology, Marx.
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though unofficially, known as the "Sykes - Picot Agreement." Embodied in notes
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exchanged between Great Britain, France and Russia, the Agreement actually delimited
Ottoman territory into British and French spheres of influence.
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“It is not the thesis of this book to suggest that there is such a thing as a real or true
Orient (Islam, Arab, or whatever); nor 1s it to make an assertion about the necessary
privilege of an "insider" perspective over an "outsider" one, to use Robert K. Merton's

useful distinction.On the contrary, I have been arguing that "the Orient" is itself a
constituted entity...,”
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“men ought to be judged not by blood, but by their moral and intellectual worth.”

(;lqz-f’:&/_:gg/f:u//g;f)c[Joan Pinkham| ,’Dc*uﬁ:(f/"‘:Discourse on Colonialism <[A. Cesaire] £ = |

Ay

i

el

Nature has made a race of workers, the Chinese race, who have wonderful manual
dexterity and almost no sense of honor govern them with Jjustice, levying from them,
in return for the blessing of such a govemment an ample allowance for the conquerin;
race, and they will be satisfied; a race of tillers of the soil, the Negro; treat him wit]
kindness and humanity, and all will be as it should; a race of masters and soldiers, the
European race.
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“Thus, Noldeke could declare in 1887 that the sum total of his work as an Orientalist
was to confirm his "low opinion" of the Eastern peoples.”
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“They cannot represent themselves; they must be represented.”
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“England has to fulfill a double mission in India; one destructive, the other

regenerating-the annihilation of the Asiatic society, and the laying of the
material foundations of Western society in Asia.”
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“For you, Marx is what Khomeini is to his followers: you are a Khomeini of the Left,
which is one thing my heroes, Gramsci and Lukacs, could never have been.”

ez

el

The worst thing about your writing is how really badly you read: in the end, you see,
when we read and write, we are dealing with words, and your way with words is both
too literal and not literal enough, and you can’t have it both ways. When you quote, you
misquote and when you construe, you mis-construe, yet both activities are done with
“accuracy” and “correctness” as their pretext. As an instance, take your allegation that
my notion of Orientalism is unilinear: you simply don’t read what I everywhere say,
that Orientalism is a word which has many meanings, and one must be sensitive to those
meanings.


https://www.nybooks.com/articles/1979/03/08/the-road-to-morocco
http://pastandfuturepresents.blogspot.com/2016/12/edward-saidsadik-al-azm-1980.html

P ot Ol caliyy

-(IAY) Notes for an Undelivered Speech on Ireland | Friedrich Engels])ﬁu//& JlKarl Marx]J//LJ/K A
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/iwma/documents/1867/irish-speech-notes.htm :“&g B

01124 21 T e oA 0 e Marxist s Karl Mark and India”oce? 06 £ 19
https://cpim.org/wp-content/uploads/old/marxist/201703-marxist-marx-india-irfan.pdf :é)

_r’M-r‘m(;r~|Ar,f£d;4;f’4uiy,@ sslislTa2) The Writings of Bipin ChandradBipin Chandra]lz¢fs —&

Hegemonic Orientalism and Historical Materialism: Karl Marx, Edward Said, ”<[K. Lindner]/'ﬂu‘;/ [ v
-orq-om(;r~rl(ui@u"’/z'gJgﬁ:&é;/ﬂ/dtﬁ)‘f’utﬁfﬂw‘Critical TimesJ»*<‘and Mahdi Amel

e i #<Orientalism: A Reader.J»*"<Between Orientalism and Historicism”{[A. Ahmad]#1J¢/ —<r
MG RSB E

:? #Orientalism: A ReaderJs**Orientalism and Orientalism in Reverse”[S. J. Al-Azm]f};’J Il Dslo —2r
Jf“':(;f"'ruf/,:d//zfgu(/ngiu“élﬁ)r[Alexander Lyon Macﬁe]g}?uﬁ/};}?!

I eveer i ul)dn Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures{A. Ahmad] 213§l _&r

On Orientalism and Orientalism-in-Reverse Among Muslims: Some Aspects ~((M. L. M. Taib] b £ I £ & _20
“(Feed) st /,,-‘ <“of Edward Said’s Contributions and Its Misappropriation
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-reverse-among- ;é,
muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-misappropriation

Occidentalism/Orientalism in Reverse: The West in the Eyes of "{M. A. H. Muharram (" # o N # e
02 1) Ude Journal of American Studies of TurkeyJ»**<“Modern Arab Intellectuals

Critical v {Ziad Kiblawi](:k%5 2% s the Heart for East and Reason for the West? " b $ur -2
-MVf(ff'l’l‘d/,:L:f/z,’g..f{aﬁ:l}:’;/i/dtﬁ):f‘o/?xh«lf:Times

AL

-(:IAY) Notes for an Undelivered Speech on Ireland | Friedrich Engels| &40 A sl [Karl Marx Jo” AJ6 23
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/iwma/documents/1867/irish-speech-notes.html !"&g 3

-‘10:(;"'ﬁgf‘(duvtuﬂ)rMarxism, Orientalism, Cosmopolitanism{Gilbert Achare]ﬁl’&ﬁ? A+
Hegemonic Orientalism and Historical Materialism: Karl Marx, Edward "« [Kolja Lindner]/')bjl%’/: ¥
-Mr:(;r"t’I:‘ﬁ4df/£gJ§5:C§;ﬁ(JP)fa/?:r’A?rCritical Times J»*“Said, and Mahdi

-roAOrientalism{ Edward W Said] 45541 -Al

_re-1(:198%)Revolutionary DemocracyJs<Orientalism: A Critique”<[Tripta Wahi]($s(,> -AF

_iidz A

Adz A

_9Ad 2o Orientalism{ Edward W Said 4> 154 A0

ST o7 T 44d


https://cpim.org/wp-content/uploads/old/marxist/201703-marxist-marx-india-irfan.pdf
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-reverse-among-muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-misappropriation
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-reverse-among-muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-misappropriation

st Oc by

‘u’/‘uj da4:JLgf)rDefend1’ng the West: A Critique of Edward Said’s Orientalism 1. Warraq]ng:! M
19 F oo

09982 o g A D) Orientalism[ 2. Sardar| s o S AL

1921080 o1 esth i pUS DA ol 5 ezt ol 2o FKSE S a7 51 AN

-IM=ir<Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said’s Orientalism L Warraq][}mgj! -A§

—d _9e

-29-c2cOrientalism{Edward W Said|4=> 5241 4

FAAGY v vis i u))eIn Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures<#1J§1 _9¥

cf/u‘cf!

)cReadmg Orientalism: Said and the Unsaid<{D. M. Varisco P/!JJ/LJ": 9

‘\
C\f
:\
x\o_

~00(srelz
_¥*NOrientalism{Edward W Said]4>s,s%1 -9
-‘"’r(;lMr’qf‘(éi;:..@,j)(Culture and Imperialism{Edward W Said| 43241 96
_0lReading Orientalism: Said and the Unsaid{D. M. Varisco]ﬁ/UJ/LJ;::‘ _9Y

= L

3 _adwr _ac
,E‘ Zlerdzgr Z9A
Cl?' _odw 99
tl;, U e e AL AT S U1 e os S G g e

httpst//mesaas.columbia.edu/faculty—directory/wael—hallaq :"&g}

df/,jglﬁf../t ?Restating Orientalism: A Critique of Modern Knowledge{W. B. Hallaq]Jte Jibiols _1+1
SN IAR
—mida -
—OAdz) _1er
_ird
~l*cOrientalism{Edward W Said]4>2,s%/ ~1+0
_FteRestating Orientalism: A Critique of Modern Knowledge{W. B. Hallaq| e Jibsols —1+Y
_r{sr+19)Review of Restating Orientalism in Reverse & -
https://www‘h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?idZSB06l :gj”.g:
FtoE et e Critical StudiesJP:Coloniality: The Darker Side of Modernity{W. D. Mignolo];’jfu’;‘ﬂu _IeA
v ee s p i K )

www.monoskOp.org/images/a/96/Mignol07Walter72009vThe7Darker75ideiofiModemity.pdf :_&f:



https://mesaas.columbia.edu/faculty-directory/wael-hallaq
https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=53061
http://www.monoskop.org/images/a/96/Mignolo_Walter_2009__The_Darker_Side_of_Modernity.pdf

P ot Ol caliyy

<The Darker Side of Western Modernity: Global Future, Decolonial Options{W. D. Mignolo])jfdﬁ A1y _1e9
RYCRIIN I
_P¥<Restating Orientalism: A Critique of Modern Knowledge{W. B. Hallaq]Jte Jikwls 11+

N i
_reody iy
_eda i

PP (I9A0 MBS interpretations of Islam: Past and Present{Emmanuel Sivan]u/is- S e

ks s Y



ST o7 T 044

st Oc by

Bibliography

Achcar, Gilbert. Marxism, Orientalism, Cosmopolitanism. London: Saqi, 2013.

. “Orientalism in Reverse.”In Radical Philosophy 151, 2008. 20-30.

Ahmad, Aijaz. In Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures. London: Verso, 2000.

. “Between Orientalism and Historicism.” In Orientalism: A Reader, ed. Alexander
Lyon Macfie. Washington: New York University Press, 2000.

Al-Azm, Sadiq Jalal. “Orientalism and Orientalism in Reverse.” In Orientalism: A Reader,
ed. Alexander Lyon Macfie. Washington: New York University Press, 2000.

Amel, Mahdi. “Is the Heart for East and Reason for the West?” Trans. Ziad Kiblawi. Critical
Times 4, no. 3 (2021): 481-500.

Abdel-Malek, Anouar. “Orientalism in Crisis.” In Diogenes 11, no. 44.2021.481-500.

Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culture. London: Routledge, 1994.

—— “Postcolonial Studies.” In Redrawing the Boundaries: The Transformation of
English and American Literary Studies, eds. Stephen Greenblatt and Giles Gunn. New
York: Modern Language Association of America, 1992.

Bressler, Charles E. Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory and Practice. 5th ed.
Boston: Longman, 2011.

Burde, Dana. Schools for Conflict or for Peace in Afghanistan. New York: Columbia
University Press, 2014.

Burney, Shehla. Pedagogy of the Other: Edward Said, Postcolonial Theory, and Strategies
for Critique. New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2012.

Chandra, Bipin. The Writings of Bipin Chandra. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2018.

Davis, Craig. “A Is for Allah, J Is for Jihad.” World Policy Journal 19, no. 1. 2012. 90-94.

Devji, Faisal. Landscapes of the Jihad: Morality, Militancy and Modernity. New York:
Cornell University Press, 2005.

Edward, Alexander. “Professor of Terror.” Retrieved from
https://www.commentary.org/articles/edward-alexander/professor-of-terror/

Foucault, Michel. Ethics: Subjectivity and Truth. Vol. 1. New York: The New Press, 1997.

Frangie, Samer. “On the Broken Conversation between Postcolonialism and Intellectuals in
the Periphery.” Studies in Social and Political Thought 19. 2011. 41-54.

George, H. “Bad Scholar, Bad Character.” Retrieved from
https://merionwest.com/2019/01/15/edward-said-bad-scholar-and-bad-character/

Guven, Fatma. “Criticism to Edward W. Said’s Orientalism.” Journal of Language and
Literature Studies 15,2019. 418-430. DOI: 10.29000/rumelide.580700

Habib, Irfan. “Karl Marx and India.” Marxist 33, no. 3,,2015.1-5. https://cpim.org/wp-
content/uploads/old/marxist/201703 -marxist-marx-india-irfan.pdf

Hallaq, Wael B. Restating Orientalism: A Critique of Modern Knowledge. New Y ork:
Columbia University Press, 2018.

Hodgson, Marshall G. S. The Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World
Civilization. 3 vols. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974.

Hourani, Albert. “The Road to Morocco.” The New York Review of Books, 1979.
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/1979/03/08/the-road-to-morocco/

Irwin, Robert. Dangerous Knowledge: Orientalism and Its Discontents. Woodstock:
Overlook Press, 2006.



https://www.commentary.org/articles/edward-alexander/professor-of-terror/
https://merionwest.com/2019/01/15/edward-said-bad-scholar-and-bad-character/
https://cpim.org/wp-content/uploads/old/marxist/201703-marxist-marx-india-irfan.pdf
https://cpim.org/wp-content/uploads/old/marxist/201703-marxist-marx-india-irfan.pdf
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/1979/03/08/the-road-to-morocco/

P ot Ol caliyy

Kramer, Martin. Ivory Towers on Sand: The Failure of Middle Eastern Studies in America.
Washington: The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2001.

Lindner, Kevin. “Hegemonic Orientalism and Historical Materialism: Karl Marx, Edward
Said, and Mahdi Amel.” In Critical Times 4, no. 3, 2021. 517-529.

Marx, Karl. “The British Rule in India,”1853.
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1853/06/25.htm

. “The Future Results of British Rule in India,” 1853.
https://marxists.architexturez.net/archive/marx/works/1853/07/22.htm

—— “The Indian Revolt.” 1857.
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1857/09/16.htm

. “The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte.” 1852.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/18th-Brumaire.pdf

. “The Third Draft.” Marx-Zasulich Correspondence. 1881
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1881/zasulich/draft-3.htm

Marx, Karl, and Friedrich Engels. “Notes for an Undelivered Speech on Ireland.” 1866.
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/iwma/documents/1867/irish-speech-notes.htm

Moin, A. “Review of Restating Orientalism.” 2019. https://www.h-
net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=53061

Muharram, M.A.H. “Occidentalism/Orientalism in Reverse: The West in the Eyes of Modern
Arab Intellectuals.”In Journal of American Studies of Turkey 39, 2012. 43-54.

Ning, Wang. “Oriental versus Occidentalism.” In New Literary History 28, no. 1, 1997. 57—
67.

Pitts, Jennifer. “Liberalism and Empire: Tocqueville on Algeria.” 1999.
https://www.la.utexas.edu/users/chenry/civil/resources/PittsAPSA.htm

Renan, Ernest. What Is a Nation and Other Political Writings. Trans. M. F. N. Giglioli. New
York: Columbia University Press, 2018.

Robinson, David. “Daniel Martin Varisco’s Orientalism: Said and the Unsaid.”
https://www.midlandshistoricalreview.com/book-review-daniel-martin-variscos-
orientalism-said-and-the-unsaid/

Roy, Olivier. Globalised Islam: The Search for a New Ummah. New York: Columbia
University Press, 2004.

Sageman, Marc. Understanding Terror Networks. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2004.

Said, Edward. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Vintage Books, 1993.

. Orientalism. London: Penguin, 2003.

Sardar, Ziauddin. Orientalism. Buckingham: Open University Press, 1999.

Schaar, Stuart. “Orientalism at the Service of Imperialism.” Race & Class 21, no. 1, 1979.
67-80.

Sharma, Abhinav. The Ruler’s Gaze: The Study of British Rule over India from a Saidian
Perspective. Noida: HarperCollins Publishers, 2017.

Sivan, Emmanuel. Interpretations of Islam: Past and Present. Princeton: The Darwin Press,
1985.

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. Can the Subaltern Speak? Ed. Rosalind Morris. New York:
Columbia University Press, 2010.

Stefan, Arvidsson. Aryan Idols: Indo-European Mythology as Ideology and Science. Chicago:

ST ™FT kad


https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1853/06/25.htm
https://marxists.architexturez.net/archive/marx/works/1853/07/22.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1857/09/16.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/18th-Brumaire.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1881/zasulich/draft-3.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/iwma/documents/1867/irish-speech-notes.htm
https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=53061
https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=53061
https://www.la.utexas.edu/users/chenry/civil/resources/PittsAPSA.htm
https://www.midlandshistoricalreview.com/book-review-daniel-martin-variscos-orientalism-said-and-the-unsaid/
https://www.midlandshistoricalreview.com/book-review-daniel-martin-variscos-orientalism-said-and-the-unsaid/

(T o7 T 744

st Oc by

University of Chicago Press, 2006.

Sugarman, Martin. “Breaking the Codes: Jewish Personnel at Bletchley Park.”
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-personnel-at-bletchley-park-in-world-war-ii

Syed, Akhtar Ali. “Evolving Colonialism: Psychopathology and the Future of Pakistan.”In J-
SAPS 3, no. 1,2020. 1-26.

. “Edward Said’s Intellectual and Contemporary Imperialism.”In Bunyad. 2023.

Taib, M. I. M. “On Orientalism and Orientalism-in-Reverse Among Muslims.”
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/1 1/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-
reverse-among-muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-
misappropriation/

Tibawi, A. L. “English-Speaking Orientalists.”In Islamic Quarterly 8, 1964. 73—88.

Topor, L. “Explanations of Racism and Antisemitism in Global White Supremacist
Thought.”In Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism & Policy (2022).
https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/TOPOR-V 1.pdf

Varisco, Daniel Martin. Reading Orientalism: Said and the Unsaid. Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 2017.

Wahi, T. “Orientalism: A Critique.” In Revolutionary Democracy, 1996. 1-24.

Warraq, Ibn. Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said’s Orientalism. New Y ork:
Prometheus Books, 2007.

Young, Robert J. C. Colonial Desire: Hybridity in Theory, Culture and Race. New York:
Routledge, 1995.

Zizek, Slavoj. First as Tragedy, Then as Farce. London: Verso, 2009.



https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-personnel-at-bletchley-park-in-world-war-ii
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-reverse-among-muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-misappropriation/
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-reverse-among-muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-misappropriation/
https://dialogosphere.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/on-orientalism-and-orientalism-in-reverse-among-muslims-some-aspects-of-edward-saids-contributions-and-its-misappropriation/
https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/TOPOR-V1.pdf

