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Autobiography of Sardar Bahadur Lala Amin Chand

Abstract:

Just after the partial annexation of Punjab in 1846 by the East India
Company, Sardar Bahadur Lala Amin Chand joined the Company’s
administrative service and became a prominent civil servant of Punjab. He
wrote, translated, and compiled nine books during his service. He visited major
cities across India from September 1850 to December 1852 and penned a
travelogue named Safarnama Amin Chand—one of the earlier travelogues
written in Urdu. This article introduces and presents the critically edited text of
his autobiography. Besides, appraising the “Tawarikh-i Qaum-i Kshatriyan” (an
introductory account of Kshatriya, a renowned Indian caste), the article brings out
Amin Chand’s major biographical yet formative events for first time in Urdu.

Keywords: Amin Chand, Urdu, Travelogue, Safarnama, Kshatriya, India,
History.
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:Lgdj;'@/;‘f‘ d'/j/!-mA:Mutiny Records: Part I—Reports _1
Moonshee Ameen Chund, tehseeldar of Rawul Pindee, rendered good service during the rising
at Murree, which, having been performed under your own eye, you will no doubt be able suitably
to acknowledge. His conduct has been worthy of all praise. | have noticed this officer again at
the close of my report.

«(A1m)Report on the Settlement of the Rawul Pindee District {Major J. E. Cracroft]_bﬁuf/dt;;f _

Szl

During the earlier part of the Settlement until 1860, | was greatly indebted to the services of

Moonshee Ameen Chund, Superintendent, now an Extra Assistant. He had begun life under Mr.

Cust, and had received from him most excellent training. He successively passed through all the

lower grades of the District Office, was made Superintendent of Settlement, and during 1857

did good service as a Tehseeldar, was promoted to an Extra Assistant Commissionership, and

worked in this District until 1860, when, during my absence in Europe, he was transferred to

the Hissar District. A man of singular ability, amiable temper, and great industry, he did more

for the Settlement than almost any other Official did.

_IA+-129.Report on the Settlement of the Rawul Pindee District {Major J. E. Cracroft]&;/f/d!;i: ZIA
B

It now remains to notice the several Officers, to whose aid | am indebted for the prosecution of
the labors, which form the subject of this report. The statement showing the description and
quantity of the work, will afford at a glance all information required in regards to each officer.
I will confine myself therefore, to a few general remarks...

To Moonshee Ameen Chund and Hookum Chund, | am indebted for most assistance. | do not
know which of the two to commend most. They are both admirable officers in every department,
intelligent, accessible, zealous, indefatigable, well conducted, thoroughly acquainted with every
part of their work. They both commenced their Settlement experience in this District. Patient
and thorough in their investigations, their judgment is sound and seldom, if ever fails to arrive
at the right conclusion. Both have made themselves a name in this District and will long be
remembered by all classes of the community and | trust their services will, at the proper time,
meet with due reward. Moonshee Ameen Chund did most Measurement and Khewat work and
Moonshee Hookum Chund most Judicial work.

JJa..{J):uﬂ)Linguistic And Oriental Essays (Fourth Series)< Robert Needham Cust]af(”’/rj:,/,u -19

S FIrrIAse
In the autumn of 1850, in communication with and with the approval of John Lord Lawrence,
then a member of the Board of Punjab Commission, | took three months accumulated Privilege
Leave, made over charge of my District of Ambala and visited seriatim every one of the Cis-
Indus Districts of the newly annexed Province of the Punjab, reporting by letter the expression
of my opinion. In 1861, | was deputed, after a lapse of ten years, to make a second inspection.
Beyond the Indus | visited Derah Ghazi Khan and Peshawar and traversed the Kingdom of
Jammu-Kashmir, the Sovereign of which was my personal friend. | was accompanied by an
intelligent Official, whom I had trained since 1846: under my guidance he took notes of all that
he saw, in the Hindustani Language and the Arabic Character.
We dropped down the Indus into the Province of Sindh, took ship at Karachi and reached

mreTEEn e v
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Bombay. On the 10™ January 1851, | embarked for England and Amin Chand, accompanied by
my Native servants, worked his way back through the Central Provice to Agra in Northern India
and thence Northwards to his home at Bijwara in the Hoshyarpur District of the Punjab. By the
time that | returned to India, after a tour in Turkey and Palestine, he had compiled his narrative
of the whole expedition, which he had accomplished, telling the story in his own way. | had it
printed with a Vernacular Map at Dehli in 1853 and wrote the preface.
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History of Cockayne-Hatley Church, 1851. Manuals for Guidance of Native Officials in the
Urdu Language, 1859. Punjab Revenue Manual, 1865. Revenue Law of North-West Provinces

of India, 1867. Land —Revenue Procedure for Northern India, 1870. Modern Languages of the
East Indies, 1878. Linguistic and Oriental Essays, Series I, 1880. Modern Languages of Africa,
2-Vols, 1883. Linguistic and Oriental Essays, Series I, 1887. Modern Languages of Oceania,
1887. Modern Languages of the Caucasian Group, 1887. Languages of the Turki Branch of the
Ural-Altaic Family, 1889. Poems of Many Years and Places, 1887. Cloud on the Horizon, Or

the Various Forms of Religious Error, 1890. Linguistic and Oriental Essays, Series 111, 1891.

Addresses on Bible Diffsion, 1892. Essay on the Methods of Evangelization of the World, 1894.
Linguistic and Oriental Essays, Series 1V, 1895.
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The pulic mind was disturbed, in consequence of the prolonged resistance of Delhi, but no overt
act was committed, until on the 2" of September a report reached me at Kutcherry at about 5
P.M. that an attack had been made on the station at Murree by the hill tribes and that
reinforcements were urgently required. | immediately consulted you [Robert Montgomery,
Judicial Commissioner of the Punjab] and summoned Moonshee Ameen Chund, Tehseeldar of
Rawul Pindee. It was determined to collect, as many men as possible, arm them, and send them
to Murree during the night, after having given out arms, ammunition and accoutrements, |
dispatched Moonshee Ameen Chund with from 150 to 200 levies and barkundazes.
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