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“Bazar” as “Place” in the Poetry of Mir and Ghalib
Abstract:

This paper explores the various dimensions of “bazar,” particularly
examining its representation in the works of Mir and Ghalib. It analyzes the
diverse roles the term “bazar” plays in classical and modern Urdu poetry across

o)

different contexts. The paper discusses how “bazar” functions both as a literal
location and as a metaphor, and symbol. Depending on its usage, it can depict
a physical marketplace or symbolize contrasts between places, encompassing
the intricate subspaces within it, such as shops and their paraphernalia.
Moreover, “bazar” intertwines with broader concepts like market economy,
social interactions, and political dynamics. Additionally, it explores instances
where “bazar” has been employed pejoratively, mocking individuals, objects,
and attitudes labeled as “bazar.”.

Keywords: bazar, Mir, Ghalib, place.
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JJ{JQJ?JM) Reinventing The Bazaar: A Natural History of Markets<{John McMillian)ef' Lol
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Market design consists of the mechanisms that organize buying and selling; channels
for the flow of information; state-set laws and regulations that define property rights
and sustain contracting; and the market’s culture, its selfregulating norms, codes, and
conventions governing behavior. While the design does not control what happens in

the market — free decision-making is key — it shapes and supports the process of
transacting.
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<“Ideal-type and Urban Hitory: The Development of the Suq in Damascus’«Nasser Rabbat)bls & _1¢

ujdfujgU{/id::a/;ﬁ')u;/fj:,i/xThe Bazaar in the Islamic City: Design, Culture, and History.)f:’
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For thousands of years, the sugs in the Old City of Damascus were constructed to
represent the importance of commerce to the socioeconomic and political life of the
city and to highlight its emerging role as a commercial hub between east and west,
north and south. This was evident from the number of suqgs built, over the course of
centuries, throughout the intramural quarters in prominent and strategic locations that
also determined the directions in which urban growth and expansion occurred .
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