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A Study of John Shakespeare’s Urdu-English
Dictionary in the perspective of Orientalist
Lexicography

Abstract:

This article aims to explore and contest the various aspects of
theoretical framework and practice of John Shakespeare (1774-1858) resorted to
while compiling Urdu-English dictionary. John Shakespeare's Urdu-English
dictionary, A Dictionary Hindustani & English, with copious index fitting
work to serve also as Dictionary English and Hindustani is deemed one of the
most important dictionaries compiled by those European scholars who
happened to serve East India Company. Their dominant perspective has been
pragmatic, aligned with the common imperial paradigm enunciated as
‘knowledge is a power’. Besides including a comprehensive introduction of
the distinguished lexicographer, an analysis of the relationship between
Orientalists’ Urdu-English lexicography and the East India Company has been
carried out. In a bid to highlight the defining features of John Shakespeare’s
dictionary, a comparison with the skills, preferences and methods employed in
the dictionaries of his predecessor Joseph Taylor (1668-1798) and successor
Duncan Forbes (1798-1868) has been drawn. In addition, a brief debate on the
significance of Karkhandari language (dialect of Delhi Urdd) is added.

Keywords: Edward Said, Urdu-English Lexicography, John Shakespeare, East
India Company, William Jones, Joseph Taylor, Duncan Forbes,
Karkhandari language.
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The plan of the work resembles in many of its features that of Shakespeare’s
dictionary. Where, however, numbers of words come by accident to be spelt in
the same way but have very different meanings and are derived from very
different resources. I have when able to do so, placed them in separate
paragraphs, according to their etymology, and not jumbled them together under
one head, as is done by Shakespear and other lexicographers.
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Moreover, a long residence in India made me acquainted with much of the living
colloquial language not found in Dictionaries, which I was careful to note.
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